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Imitation architecture
The Langreo Sports Centre, 
a work integrated with its surroundings

Designed by the architect Javier Pérez Uribarri 

of ACXT Arquitectos, this multisports and re-

creation centre is located in the city of Langreo, 

Asturias. The project, part of Asturias’s Mining 

Basin Reorganization Plan, is aimed at providing 

the city with a work that champions the lands-

cape more than buildings, with the idea of kee-

ping the little free space in the city. The formal 

composition is generated by a series of interre-

lated ‘green waves’ which in turn respond to the 

use requirements of the inside of the building. 

The roofs are positioned at different heights, 

depending on the activity earmarked for the 

area immediately below them – the roof of the 

basketball court is much higher than that of the 

swimming pool, for example. This has resulted 

in a roof that looks like a fold in the terrain. The 

roof was originally designed for pedestrian tran-

sit but the risk of people falling and high main-

tenance costs rendered the plan unviable and it 

has instead been laid with artificial grass. Each 

of the three ‘hills’ has its own particular use: the 

multisports court, the pool area and the gene-

ral services zone. In terms of the curtain wa-

lling, the pool area is the only area in the whole 

building designed to feature a transparent wall. 

Here the traditional grid Mecano curtain wall 

was used. The wall was custom-made because 

of the unusual curved façade which reaches a 

height of eight metres. Another solution used 

was the Technal System, perfectly compatible 

with the PL doors positioned in the accesses to 

the different areas.

“The Langreo centre is a living work; more 
than a building, I designed a landscape” 

The Mecano curtain wall presides over the main façade of the building

  

Construction: Langreo Sports and Recreation Centre. Architect: Javier Pérez Uribarri. Engineers: IDOM. Developer: The Department of Culture, Social 

Communication and Tourism of the Government of Asturias. Builder: Obra Civil Asturiana, S.A. Aluminium work: Technal. Manufacturers: CIAL and 

Cristalerías Garvés. Solutions used: Mecano traditional grid curtain wall, Technal System and PL doors.

J AV I E R  P É R E Z  U R I B A R R I 
  A C X T  A R Q U I T E C TO S

Detail of the building in 
its current context.

Proposal for the 
demolition of the disused 
barracks adjacent to the 
centre and generation of 
a square by extending the 
building’s roofs.

The colour black, a tribute to the coal culture of the mining basins, 
predominates in the interior
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This 130,000 m2 complex, designed by the ar-

chitect Luis Moya in the 1950s with the goal of 

accommodating and educating mining orphans, 

has been the object of an ambitious restoration 

project by the Asturian Government’s Depart-

ment of Culture. In recent years, the Universidad 

Laboral was used as a high school before the 

renovation work began, consolidating its educa-

tional functions and creating new complemen-

tary uses. The plan is to boost Moya’s ideal city 

and transform it into a 21st-century centre of 

cultural and creative production. Led by the ar-

chitect Antonio Cuartas, the project involves the 

execution of seven independent programmes. 

The areas used by the vocational students were 

done up and a Centre of Art and Industrial Crea-

tion designed. The high school’s former com-

mon room was turned into a theatre with new 

staging possibilities and advanced technology. 

Linked to this space is the Centre for Stage Arts 

and the Conservatory of Music. The southern 

part of the historic building was set aside for 

the creation of outbuildings for the University of 

Oviedo and next door there is a new five-star 

hotel belonging to the AC Hoteles chain. The 

final project, the Asturian television headquar-

ters, is located in the renovated facilities of the 

former convent of the Order of St Clare, in the 

circular building of the complex. The restoration 

work was completed, thus providing new areas 

for the cafeteria and the creation of a students’ 

residence. The old assembly hall has become 

a centre for lectures, conferences and cultural 

activities. In short, it is a major overhaul which 

also includes the curtain walling of the façades.

Restoration true
to the former style
The requisites for replacing the woodwork were 

basically to conserve the original geometry, 

improve the thermal and acoustic attributes and 

guarantee an identical colour. To meet the re-

quirements of the approximately 6,000 windows 

to be replaced, Technal, in collaboration with 

the manufacturer Alusin, from the Aluminier-Te-

chnal network, developed a special profile for 

the FXi series practicable window which faithfu-

lly reproduces the mouldings of the woodwork. 

The granulated green and red lacquer colours 

were calibrated to ensure an unmistakable 

design appearance and to keep to the original 

concept. The application of a new extruded-

aluminium profile guarantees the conservation 

of the original architectural values, ensuring the 

modern features of the current curtain walling 

without taking away from Moya’s original idea. 

The Unicity window was used for the new tele-

vision building, another of the Technal products 

perfect for renovation work because of its mini-

mal exposed-aluminium profile.

“The essence of the original spaces 
created by Luis Moya has been 
respected and adapted to the new use 
requirements”

Construction:

Renovation of the 

former Universidad 

Laboral de Gijón 

Architects:

Antonio Cuartas, 

Pedro Samara, 

Alberto Díaz, 

Sergio Barragán 

and Enrique Perea

Aluminium work: 

Technal

Manufacturer: 

Alusin, S.L. 

(Aluminier 

Technal Network) 

Tel 985 514 068

Solutions used: 

FXi and Unicity 

windows, Mecano 

curtain walling, 

MC Plus and 

Sistema Technal 

and PL, PG and 

PH doors

Technal has just published a book of architecture 

based on the winning works and runners-up in 

the Aluminier-Technal 2007 Architecture Awards 

competition. The structure of the book presents 

the different prize categories: institutional buil-

dings, residential homes, new family homes and 

restoration work. It is a document prepared es-

sentially with medium and large-sized photogra-

phs. Unlike other, more technical, contemporary 

publications from the same business group, on 

this occasion Technal wanted to accentuate the 

visual nature of architecture. From my point of 

view, the decision was particularly apt, because 

it is in the surface manifestation of each work, in 

the lights and shadows of the walling work, whe-

re the necessary combination of functions that 

the prizes promote are best illustrated.

A raison d’être
The Aluminier-Technal Architecture Awards 

were designed with the goal of recognizing two 

values essential to good architecture: creativity 

and quality work. This makes them groundbrea-

king, as they are awarded to both the project 

architects and the manufacturer in charge of 

execution, in this case, aluminium work. The 

latest awards attracted nearly 100 entries. The 

finalists and winners were chosen by a jury 

chaired by Guillermo Vázquez Consuegra, with 

members drawn from different areas related to 

the building industry, such as Miguel Ángel Gea, 

Juan Manuel Rojas and myself from the field 

of architecture, Rafael Jaraiz (ports and roads 

engineer) and Paula Álvarez (architect and editor 

of Neutra magazine). As a jury member, I would 

like to emphasize the high quality of the works 

submitted, as well as the growing interest in an 

award that simultaneously involves two groups, 

architects and manufacturers. In an unstable 

yet stimulating moment like the one the building 

industry is now experiencing, it is a timely remin-

der that it is the integrity and intensity of joint 

efforts such as those featured in this publication 

that will continue to form the backbone of all 

good architectural work.

Winner of the “INSTITUTIONAL BUILDING” category
Bodega Regalía de Ollauri. La Rioja.
Manufacturer: Metalistería Alumar S.L.

Architects: Javier Arizcuren and Miguel Alonso.

Winner of the “FAMILY HOME” category
Casa Levene. San Lorenzo de El Escorial. Madrid.
Manufacturer: Cerrajería Teófi lo S.L.
Architect: Eduardo Arroyo.

 

Winner of the “RESIDENTIAL HOME” category
Serra Vilaró. Tarragona.
Manufacturer: Talleres Metálicos Copallar S.L.
Architect: Joan Tous Gomà-Camps.

Winner of the “RESTORATION WORK” category
Edifi cio Paseo Gracia 99. Barcelona.
Manufacturers: Joan Obré S.A. and Metaldecor S.L.
Architect: Carlos Ferrater.

A renovated city
The Universidad Laboral of Gijón Updates its Image

Saphir FXi. Vertical sec-
tion of the window in the 
old assembly hall, now the 
new meeting room. A special 
aluminium moulding was 
extruded so as to perfectly 
reproduce the woodwork 
design.

Topographic map

Detail of the woodwork before and after the renovation. Saphir FXi was used to restore the window, following the original model

The Universidad Laboral was built in line with classic architectural ideals and combined different artistic and architectural styles that warrant a visit

The building fans around a central courtyard 
that features a church with an elliptical fl oor 
design and a tower over 120 m high. In the 
northwest corner are fi ve naves crowned by a 
set of transversal and longitudinal naves. At 
the other end is the former enclosed convent 
connected to the historic building by a newly 
built bridge. The other buildings in the vicinity 
were designed to support the main one.

Founded by Javier Fernández Font in 

1994, Alusin is a family firm located in 

Avilés, the industrial heart of Asturias. 

Its main activity is the design, mar-

keting and processing of aluminium 

products of all description. Furthermo-

re, it offers advisory and consultancy 

services, as well as outsourcing in the 

industrial and building sectors. With 

54 people on staff, its ability to react 

to client requirements gives it a strong 

competitive edge and is one of the 

mainstays of the business. Alusin is 

careful to develop its capacity to adapt 

to every situation, effortlessly blending 

its labour with the client’s work plans 

to act as if it were another department 

of the company, in total harmony with 

its goals. The resources available and 

the way Alusin is organized enable it to 

rationalize production capacity so as to 

improve costs and deliver its products 

and services at an optimal price. 

ALUSIN, S.L. 

Polígono Industrial Rovés s/n

33468 Trasona

Corvera de Asturias

Asturias

Tel 98 551 40 68

Fax 98 551 40 76

info@alusin.es

www.alusin.es

“Our mission
is to solve our
clients’ needs”

N

Detail of the exterior and interior of the new Centre of Art

An unusual distinction
“Aluminier-Technal 2007 Architecture Awards”

Stairway of the University of Oviedo outbuildings

JORDI ROS BALLESTEROS 
  ARCHITECT. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, BARCELONA SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE
  JURY MEMBER, ALUMINIER-TECHNAL ARCHITECTURE PRIZES 2007
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I t’s a known fact that Spain’s housing require-

ments are not always met by new buildings but 

rather tend to be covered by the second-hand 

market. , According to the latest figures from 

the National Institute of Statistics (INE), over 

20% of the country’s housing stock is more 

than 56 years old. This means it is a market that 

looks set to depend more and more on conser-

vation and restoration work. The 2006 statistics 

furnished by Euroconstruct, the independent 

analysis group made up of 19 European institu-

tes and whose report into Spain was prepared 

by the ITeC (Building Technology Institute of 

Catalonia), indicate that activity in the renova-

tion market accounted for a third of the total 

business volume generated in Europe. It is 

therefore important to consider renovation as a 

constant source of work in the building sector 

– and it’s one not subject to economic fluctua-

tions, which can put a brake on or speed up the 

building industry.

If homes are getting older, it will soon be ne-

cessary to prioritize the maintenance of existing 

buildings over the construction of additional 

new ones. This is a point made in the latest 

report from the SEOPAN Construction Obser-

vatory, confirming the stability of the renovation 

sector and its high growth potential. Renovation 

looks to be a growing market. Cities are getting 

older and need bringing up to date. However, 

the market has yet to take off fully because of 

the new-home building boom of recent years.

In view of the shortage of building land, the 

most rational solution is to renovate existing 

stock and put it back on the market. In terms of 

walling work, Technal continues to support this 

market to the hilt, creating specific products for 

renovation purposes and generating models that 

are aesthetically true to historic building styles 

when necessary.

One of the most recent examples of Technal’s 

work has been the renovation and conversion 

of the Hernán Cortés Cinema into the Casino de 

Asturias. Designed by the architect José Anto-

nio Pérez Lastra, the project consisted of com-

pletely overhauling the exterior work and the 

areas that comprised the old cinema, the events 

room and the hotel, with the idea of turning the 

complex into a large recreational centre in line 

with the tradition of the cultural casinos that 

proliferated in Asturias in the late 19th century. 

In refurbishing this emblematic 1949 building, 

Pérez Lastra has heightened its architectural 

values while adapting the indoor areas to meet 

the building’s new requirements. All the cove-

rings and masonry work have been restored to 

their original condition and the cantilever roof 

and exterior work have been reinterpreted to 

emphasize the treatment of the bevel and entry 

portico. ASVAL, a company in the Aluminier-Te-

chnal network, was commissioned to make and 

position the windows from the Technal Unicity 

series whose minimal exposed profile of just 55 

mm made it possible to maintain the style of the 

exterior work without altering the appearance of 

the façade. Doors from the PH series were used 

in the entrance and ones from the PL series as 

service doors.

Is restoration the future 
of the building industry?

Elevation of the Casino de Asturias
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Fifth International Architecture Meetings
Technal took part in the Fifth International Architecture Meetings held in Santiago de 

Compostela, designed to discuss architecture and promote cultural exchanges with other 

regions and countries. It is one of the leading cultural events held on the Iberian Penin-

sula on a regular basis and Technal was there to present its latest product breakthroug-

hs. The meetings brought together numerous architects of renown and attracted a high 

turnout among the general public. This year’s speakers included Thomas Herzog, Álvaro 

Siza, Eduardo Arroyo and Carme Pinós.

Technal helps you comply with the 
Building Code

Technal provides you with a new tool that enables you to calculate and check how 

and by using which tools you will meet the latest version of the Building Code. The 

updated Code was released in October and establishes that profiles and glass have 

to meet building requirements as a set and not separately, as initially envisaged. 

The purpose of the CD is to make it easier to calculate the UH value to meet for 

each project and to show building professionals that with Technal they can meet 

all the basic requirements of Code section HE1 “Energy Demand Limit”. The CD is 

available on request from the following email address: hbs.spain@hydro.com

New MX SSG curtain wall
The MX SSG system is a new façade solution that resembles structural glass without tray profiles. Used for 

gluing glass, it completes the wide range of Technal façades. This curtain wall is a cheaper solution that is 

also faster to make because the aluminium profile is glued in the sealing zone of the double glazing. This 

special profile allows for mechanical fastening on the supporting structures of a curtain wall. The system is 

compatible with the other Technal façade options and includes the possibility of incorporating fixed glass, 

Italian windows and piping passages with insulated panels.

Technal Conferences on the Balearic Islands
In October, Technal organized an exhibition of its latest products at the Es Ba-

luard Modern and Contemporary Art Museum in Palma de Mallorca. The event 

also included a spectacular photo exhibition with important works that invol-

ved the use of Technal wallings, particularly in the Balearic Islands. Specialist 

speakers included the architect Joan Lluís Zamora i Mestre, who gave a talk entit-

led ‘Impact of the New Building Code on Tomorrow’s Windows’ and the architect 

and academic Ignacio Paricio, who spoke on ‘Innovation in the Contemporary 

Façade: From the Building Code to the Perfectible Facade’.
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Is restoration the future 
of the building industry?


