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Two symmetrical
and inverted exposed 
concrete ‘L’s
Casa Ribas-Fortuny in Almoster (Tarragona)
A silhouette of cubic forms, exposed concrete walls 

and large windows identify this house, designed 

by the architects Josep M. Ferran Mercadé and 

Gabriel Bosques Sánchez. The house, located 

in Baix Camp (Tarragona), is divided into two 

symmetrical and inverted ‘L’s that separate the 

day zone from the bedrooms. Inside, a succession 

of wooden cubicles with different uses, separate 

from the glass façade, lets you take different 

routes around the zones. The position of the first 

floor with respect to the ground floor means part 

of the garden remains covered, turning it into a 

magnificent porch with views to the pool. However, 

the main feature is the large windows that run the 

length of the façade and make it possible to enjoy 

the views of the Tarragona countryside and the 

natural light that enters throughout the day. The 

window series that Technal chose was the Saphir 

FXi, because it could merge the indoors with the 

outdoors without losing its thermal or acoustic 

insulation properties. The incursion of nature and 

light gives the house a new, more diaphanous 

and attractive dimension. As well as being a very 

versatile window, the Saphir FXi is compatible with 

the sliding windows in the same range, generating 

combinations that coexist in perfect harmony.

Technal® is a trademarck of the group Hydro Building Systems S.L.
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“The structure is the highpoint of the
    house’s confi guration” 

Exposed concrete, glass and aluminium - materials that are the 
aesthetic key to the project

A look at winery architecture

The need to make an impact is one of the 

current trends in architecture magazines. 

Wineries are among the latest clients to join the 

tendency and to ask for buildings of note they 

can use in their marketing plans.

There are also a number of important historical 

precedents in winery architecture: the Bodegas 

Pinell del Brai, designed by César Martinell, the 

winery that houses Codorniu cava, designed by 

Puig i Cadafalch, and Lluís Domènech i Montaner’s 

Modernist cellar at Espluga de Francolí.

There are many factors to take into account 

when it comes to designing a building with 

such demanding features. The true success of 

this type of architecture lies in knowing how 

to join and adapt the container to the content. 

All the spaces where winemaking takes place 

are important, from the reception of the grapes 

through to the preparation and aging in barrels 

or bottles and on to the final dispatch of the 

finished product. 

In our offices we strive to make designs where 

the materials respond to the process in order 

to integrate form and function. These are 

the maxims that define us as creators of a 

meticulous type of architecture that adapts 

to programmes instead of to ephemeral or 

theatrical goals; is austere because it is free of 

superfluous ornamentation; luminous because 

it plays with internal and external spaces and 

relates them via light; timeless in its forms and 

comfortable because it works hard to adapt the 

programme to the user.

One example of this adaptation is our design of 

the Bodegas Ferrer i Bobet. We were lucky to 

benefi t from the full collaboration of the client, who 

explained each and every step in the winemaking 

process and enabled us to design a building 

that could meet them. Aside from a number of 

important formal aspects, it is above all a building 

where a cutting-edge winemaking process occurs. 

The client wanted the process to work entirely by 

gravity, with no mechanical aid or pump systems. 

We also had to design an access and unloading 

area for the grapes that was protected from the 

rain and which could be automatically adjusted 

for the entry and fl ow of sunlight. We were also 

asked to create a multi-purpose space for visitors, 

tastings and a guest bedroom.

The idea was a construction anchored to the 

earth, a significant part of which would be 

built under the ground and where there would 

be room for winemaking areas and technical 

facilities, while always protecting the views.

Everything was to be seen, but without 

obstructing any place from where it could be 

seen. So that is what we did here in this quiet, 

remote valley between Porrera and Falset 

(Tarragona): a natural space where you can 

wander and contemplate the way mankind is 

slowly taming the land.

Work: Casa Ribas-Fortuny. Architects: Josep M. Ferran Mercadé and Gabriel Bosques Sánchez. Master Builder: Jordi Royo. Contractor: Arias i Olive, 

S.L. Aluminium Carpentry: Technal. Manufacturer: Aluminis Gómez (Red Aluminier Technal) Tel 977 22 27 11. Solutions used: Saphir FXi windows.

5th Alejandro de la Sota architecture Biennale

The Tarragona branch of the Official Association of Architects of Catalonia (COAC) has 

announced the winners of the 5th architecture Biennale, aimed at promoting the most relevant 

architecture in the province, creating a document archive and stimulating and recognising the 

work of architects and other agents. A total of 95 works were entered in the competition, which 

is divided into five categories: interior design; external spaces; restoration, rehabilitation and 

reform work; new public buildings and new private buildings. Two of the winners from the last 

category were the work of Aluminier’s José Luis Gómez and Talleres Copallar: Casa Ribas-

Fortuny and the Serra Vilaró residential building, respectively. They were granted the first Ex 

Aequo award for quality in a finished work and building details, two areas where enclosures are 

extremely important.

Hotel 1898:
Quatrium restoration award

Núñez y Navarro’s restoration of Hotel 1898 has been granted the 

Quatrium award from the Vía Group for the best restoration work of 

the year in Catalonia. The hotel, in Rambla de Barcelona, is housed 

in the former building of the Compañía General de Tabacos de 

Filipinas. Núñez y Navarro restored the façade using windows from 

the Unicity series because their minimal exposed profile would help 

recover the beauty of the original facade.

Seven architectural concepts
together at the Cristalia Business Park
This business complex, which covers close to 93,000 m2 of land available for building, is 

divided into 11 edifices, and is unusual because seven different architects’ offices were 

involved in it, each stamping the buildings with their own personality without losing the 

element of cohesion. Technal participated on the mixed-use Building 1 with the firm RTKL. 

The enclosures for the façades of the floors to be used as offices and the one commercial 

floor were constructed from a Mecano curtain wall with exposed covers.

Dragados visits Technal offi ce in Barcelona

A delegation from the construction company Dragados attended the presentation of 

Technal’s new Construction Companies Division in June. The meeting dealt with relevant 

issues including the logistics project Technal is carrying out at the new Tarragona centre, 

the application of the current building code and the response of Technal products, and 

the supply currently available on the market. Relations with Dragados and the projects 

the two companies are working on together were other topics discussed. The meeting 

included Technal General Executive Manager, Alejandro Rivera; General Constructors 

Manager, Francisco Rubio; Specifier Manager, Claudine Lauzeral and Technal Technical 

Responsible, Toni Dalmases, among others.
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At a time when winery architecture is booming, the Espinet/Ubach architects’ office continues to make its mark on each 

project it undertakes. Wineries are increasingly asking for emblematic designer buildings and, of course, seeking renowned 

architects such as Espinet/Ubach.

earth, a significant part of which would be slowly taming the land.

“There is currently a trend for 
important wineries not to just make 
good wine but also to consider the 
building where it is made”
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Elevation, Bodegas Ferrer i Bobet

Detail of multi-purpose space for visitors

J O S E P  M .  F E R R A N  M E R C A D É  I  G A B R I E L  B O S Q U E S 
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The work of architects Javier Arizcuren Casado 

and Miguel Alonso Flamarique, the Bodega 

Regalía de Ollauri winery in La Rioja is built to 

resemble a mineral that has risen to the surface 

over time. It is a construction of prismatic 

geometry which integrates into the environment 

by taking advantage of the lay of the land. The 

winery is located on a 50,000 m2 plot, half-

buried in the hillside to make the most of gravity 

for the reception and transport of the grapes. 

Although it is integrated into the environment, 

the building still aims to see and be seen. The 

two different areas –office and barrel room– 

project a couple of metres out of the hillside 

to form vantage points. They also comprise 

different routes for visitors who wish to learn 

how the wine is made, without interfering with 

the daily work. Inside the building, the various 

spaces such as offices, preparation area and 

bottling zone, are clearly differentiated by size. 

The barrel room has been fitted with wooden 

slats that give it a warm, inviting look and hide 

the existing facilities above the top layer. They 

also generate a rhythmic sequence towards 

the exterior, where they are integrated with the 

aluminium components of the façade.

To see and be seen

Matching the work to 
the environment

The Technal Epure window model was chosen to 

complete the cycle of rhythms because it could 

hide the window frame behind the metal structural 

pillars. This solution, in a matt silver finish, makes 

the glass surface look bigger and minimises the 

exposed section of profile that can be seen from 

outside. The carpentry work to be fitted in the 

area of the vantage points needed to be visually 

very light, completely airtight and structurally very 

stable because the area is exposed to the wind. 

The Technal traditional grid Mecano curtain wall 

that was used meets all these conditions. Also, 

the different shapes and depths of the vertical 

and horizontal grid covers create a relief effect on 

the outer cladding of the façade. The final touch 

was the use of anodised aluminium to promote an 

attractive play of sparkles, contrasts and colour 

variations because of the way it behaves in light.

“It is essential to use 
the topography of the 
landscape to our benefi t”

Work:
Bodega Regalía
de Ollauri

Architects:
Javier Arizcuren
and Miguel Alonso

Aluminium
Carpentry:
Technal

Manufacturer:
Metalistería
Alumar S.L.
(Red Aluminier
Technal)

Solutions
used:
Mecano Traditional
Grid, Epure 
windows
and PG doors

Led by Marcelino García, Alumar is 

a young and enterprising company 

with experience and professionalism 

acquired in the aluminium trade 

since 1993. One of its potential 

features is the personalised service 

it provides customers, attending 

them directly and answering any 

question they may have. It also 

offers special tailor-made solutions 

to clients who wish to incorporate 

specific shapes or finishes. The 

company’s business philosophy is 

to renew itself every day in order to 

meet current and potential market 

demands. It works mainly in La 

Rioja, Navarre, the Basque Country 

and Cantabria and specialises in 

the winery sector and public and 

institutional works. Its works include 

Bodegas Palacios, Viña Salceda, the 

Tafalla courthouse and the Basque 

Government building in Lakua. One 

of its latest projects is the Bodega 

Regalía de Ollauri, winner of the 

Aluminier-Technal award for best 

the institutional work of 2006.

METALISTERÍA ALUMAR, S.L.

Ctra. Logroño, s/n

01320 Oyón (Álava)

Tel 945 62 23 32

Fax 945 62 20 71

“Our corporate 
policy aims to 
ensure full customer 
satisfaction”

Advertisement from the 
publicity campaign in home-

decoration magazines

Unicity Plus from Technal: 
windows without blinds
A comprehensive solution with fantastic features 
and a cutting-edge look

Technal has launched 

Unicity Plus, a double-

pane casement window 

with the best thermal 

and acoustic features on 

the market. Unicity Plus, 

with solar protection 

integrated between the 

two panes, solves the 

problem of incidental 

solar radiation and 

subsequent overheating 

of rooms and saves on 

electricity consumption 

for air-conditioning. It does this in two different 

ways: either via a Venetian blind or a store. The 

two systems are easy to access for cleaning 

and maintenance purposes and are protected 

from the weather and dirt. The blind concept 

disappears, giving the façade a much cleaner 

and more modern look 

while also breaking the 

acoustic and thermal 

bridges caused by blind 

boxes. The hidden pane 

concept and an 82 mm 

section of exposed aluminium with a 115 mm 

frame module ensure that Unicity Plus improves 

light comfort and energy consumption. Another 

important feature is the high acoustic attenuation, 

with values oscillating between 45 and 46 dB. 

Although the double-pane concept is not entirely 

new, Unicity Plus makes it possible to use either 

one or two panes 

plus compounds 

and to fit insulating 

glazing on either 

the inside or 

outside pane. This 

provides a uH value of 1.63 W/m2 K and ensures 

less energy is lost because of the triple chamber 

in the glazing and the thermal bridge break in 

the profile. All these features make Unicity Plus 

an exceptional product in terms of features and 

aesthetics and a comprehensive solution that 

can be adapted to the demands of the new 

building code and the trend towards sustainable 

architecture.

Solar 
protection 
incorporated

Epure: These windows provide 

a large glass surface because of 

their hidden pane system. Their 

thermal- and acoustic-insulation 

features guarantee signifi cant 

savings on heating and air-

conditioning, reaching indices 

that reduce heat loss by 55% over a window without a 

thermal bridge break. The double-glazing also makes it 

possible to reduce noise by 36 dB, ensuring maximum 

comfort inside the building.

Bodega Regalía de Ollauri (La Rioja)

The winery simulates a mineral that has risen to the surface over time

Section and elevations

More 
insulation, less 
energy loss


