
A temporary imprint

Project: Offices of the Galicia College of Architects. Architects: Jesús Irisarri and Guadalupe Piñera (Irisarri+Piñera Architects). Surveyor: Sancho Páramo. Builder: Varela Villamar. 

Photography: Manuel González Vicente. Aluminium work: Technal. Solutions used: opening and fixed windows from the FXi series and an MX continuous pressure plate curtain wall.
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Sustainable, ever-changing, all-enveloping, relatio-

nal, permanent, temporary ...all these adjectives 

could describe the new Galicia College of Archi-

tects in the centre of Vigo. The architects Jesús 

Irisarri and Guadalupe Piñera have designed a 

building for changing conditions, which is adapta-

ble to its environment, the use made of it and the 

modern world, in order to leave a changeable im-

print on the city. One of the main challenges was 

to create a sustainable building in the true sense 

of the word without diminishing the concept, while 

creating an environment that is 100 % flexible in 

uses. An independent circulation system that is 

independent or attached, depending on the needs 

of the inhabitants, lies between the two layers 

making up the façade. The creation of this double 

surface on the façade has enabled functional 

ideas to coexist with pedestrian traffic, and also 

created thermal insulation based on a translucent 

or transparent envelope. Energy is generated in 

this area in winter, and the difference in tempe-

ratures means that in summer, draughts of air 

ventilate the building autonomously. The building’s 

wall façades can be divided into three groups. 

The south consists of two surfaces providing a 

warm air layer. The outer surface uses a polycar-

bonate system in the areas that receive sunlight 

and Technal’s fixed FXi series walls in areas with 

visuals. The MX Continuous Pressure Plate curtain 

wall covers and puts the finishing touches to the 

entire façade, and even bends around to the roof 

of the building. The north, east and west façades 

and the roof are transvented and their chambers 

have a continuous connection with the south-fa-

cing end layer. They all also include tilt and turn 

FXi series windows, which in this case are mo-

torised on the roof. The building’s transparency 

has helped to encourage public activities in the 

refurbished Plaza del Pueblo Gallego square, 

which acts as the open air lobby and annex of the 

College of Architects.

Detail of the warm air layer on the south façade

Technal opens a showroom
in the centre of Madrid

Architects and construction professionals now have a refurbished centrally-located venue 

for taking close look at the wide range of Technal products. Curtain walls, casement and 

sliding windows, height-adjustable balcony doors, banisters, and many other solutions 

for aluminium work are on display at the new Technal showroom in Madrid’s Calle Veláz-

quez. All of the products can be seen in their working environment, and all of the final 

finishes can be viewed in the real displays exhibited. In short, this new showroom inclu-

des all the latest ideas for products, design, colour and concepts that reinforce Technal’s 

image as a brand that is deeply committed to contemporary trends in architecture. 

Visit the new showroom at: C/ Velázquez nº 157, bajo izq. 28002 Madrid.

Tel. 91 802 96 15. Fax 91 802 71 27. delegacion.madrid.hbss@hydro.com

The latest in colours 

Technal expands its exclusive range of colours with three new references inspired by the 

newest chromatic trends. Moon White, Pluto Grey and Mercury Grey are the latest addi-

tions to the brand’s palette of exclusive colours. With the inclusion of these new colours, 

Technal has now brought its collection of finishes up to date. The collection was created 

to provide architecture and interior design professionals with inspiration and a range of 

the latest and most cutting edge chromatic solutions on the market. Both the lacquered 

and anodised finishes comply with the application standards as defined by the Qualicoat 

and EWAA-EURAS quality seals, issued by Qualanod.

New applications for Gypse handrails

Gypse, a handrail system that blends in perfectly with contemporary architecture, has been used 

in many projects since it was fi rst developed by Technal. New applications have gradually been 

designed, to meet the demand from architects and technical experts. That is why Technal is now 

launching the version of Gypse handrails with bars. Despite its new arrangement, it still has a 

minimalist look similar to steel solutions, yet it retains the excellent properties of aluminium, and 

provides safety, technology and an aesthetic that meets the most demanding quality requirements. 

The highest levels of creativity can be implemented in each project thanks to its combination of 

different textures and materials, such as glass and wood panels, and straight and horizontal lines 

in aluminium or steel wiring. Another advantage of Gypse handrails is that they are manufactured in 

modules, making transport and on-site positioning easier. The Gypse system has been designed to 

achieve the maximum safety levels required in this type of application. It provides a complete gua-

rantee, as it has successfully passed 79 safety tests regulated by the standards currently in force.
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Correction: In Perfi l 44, we said that Norman Cinnamon was the sole architect of the Manresa Courts building. The project was also planned and directed by the Architects Carlos Torrentó and Antoni Sala.

Catalogue of photovoltaic
energy technical solutions

Technal has a department that specialises in products and systems for including solar 

systems in buildings, which gives architects the best professional support with photo-

voltaic systems adapted to their aluminium work solutions. As well as contributing to the 

creation of more energy sustainable buildings, Technal continues to pay close attention 

to the design of its products, and considers the optimum architectonic integration of the 

system within the building, in both aesthetic and construction terms.

All these items are included in the catalogue “Solar Systems. Photovoltaic energy”, re-

cently produced by the Technal solar energy department. It also features all the products 

that can be adapted to these systems, with designs, colours, and technical applications 

for facades; in short, everything needed to plan a building with sustainable walls. 

Ask for your copy of 
the “Solar Systems. 

Photovoltaic 
energy” catalogue at 

hbs.spain@hydro.com

Ask for a sample of 
Technal’s new colours at 
hbs.spain@hydro.com

“The building will be able
to incorporate new temporary 
and permanent solutions 
throughout its life” J E S Ú S  I R I S A R R I  Y  G U A D A L U P E  P I Ñ E R A
  I R I S A R R I + P I Ñ E R A  A R C H I T E C T S

New offi ces of the Galicia College of Architects in Vigo

Ask for a sample of 
Technal’s new colours at 
hbs.spain@hydro.com

Ask for your copy of 
the “Solar Systems. 

Photovoltaic 
energy” catalogue at 

hbs.spain@hydro.com

Although there are many definitions and interpretations, a corporate 

image can be said to be the distinguishing features associated with a 

brand or company. This concept includes not only the brand’s design 

but also its entire surroundings. Corporate architecture plays a key role 

within these surroundings, since it provides a consistent and continuo-

us aesthetic at “street level”. As a result, in addition to creating public 

recognition, it makes a silent but substantial contribution to sales. 

Technal works in this area through its specialised corporate image 

department, which focuses on making the design of its products and 

applications functional, and enhancing the image of the company or 

establishment concerned. To achieve this, it uses the Technal system, 

a complete range of sections and accessories with multi-purpose 

and highly varied finishes which make it the ideal product for creating 

display areas for shop windows, office entrances, exhibitions, urban 

furniture... There is also the Opale room divider, a product created 

for dividing indoor areas, and a wide range of access doors designed 

exclusively for areas with a high rate of transit. 

As well as designing exclusive products for corporate architecture, 

Technal has another great advantage: the Aluminier-Technal network 

of installers. Thanks to this network, which consists of officially 

approved industrial contractors who manufacture and install Technal 

products, the quality and aesthetic of finishes is constant and uniform, 

regardless of the geographic area where the project is located.

A question
of image



The transparency of 
aluminium

One of the main objectives in the project was 

to achieve a sensation of spaciousness and 

open spaces throughout the centre. Technal 

walls were chosen for this project due to the 

high quality of their design and the final finish of 

the sections. Horizontal section MX continuo-

us-pressure plate curtain wall systems and an 

exterior bonded glass MX structural curtain wall 

were used for the façade area of over 2,500 m2. 

To complete the transparency provided by these 

systems, low emission glass in green and blue 

tones were included, creating lighter interior 

spaces as well as reducing heat intake. Other 

Technal products installed were the opening 

windows in the FXi series, with forms providing 

robustness, comfort and elegance. The colour 

chosen for the walls was lead grey lacquer, whi-

ch has been the usual choice in Canary Islands 

architecture in recent years.

This new shopping centre in Avenida Juan 

Carlos I, the new area for expansion in the heart 

of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, has outs-

tanding modern infrastructure. Although the 

architecture and use of shopping centres are 

usually associated with a uniform, compact and 

crowded appearance, the Las Ramblas Centre 

breaks this mould by basing its structure on 

open spaces, large balconies and numerous 

leisure areas. It is a contemporary design by 

the architect Marta Sanjúan based on the latest 

European trends applied to designing this type 

of building. As she says, the project is inspi-

red by an “open air” concept with two open air 

squares, a large paved area in the central zone, 

and another raised area due to the difference 

in height between the two ends of the site. The 

main square includes a sheet of water measu-

ring 800 m2 which creates a spectacular moving 

reflection on the inner facades of the shopping 

centre. The space allocated to offices is distri-

buted between two very elegant towers, with 

an area of 850 m2, each having six floors. Each 

tower creates its own language using its ma-

terials and the juxtaposition of the closed and 

glazed façades. 

Project: 

Las Ramblas Centro 

shopping and office 

centre. 

Architect: Marta 

Sanjuán García 

Triviño. 

Surveyor: Enrique 

Sánchez. 

Promoter: 

Comunidad De 

Bienes Ramblas 

Centro. 

Builder: 

Satocan S.A. 

Photography: 

Agustín Pérez 

Armas.

Aluminium work: 

Technal. 

Industrial 

contractor: Alumtec 

Canarias S.L. 

(Technal Aluminier 

Network). 

Solutions used: MX 

exterior sealant glass 

curtain wall and 

horizontal section, 

windows from the 

FXi series.

A modern marketplace
Las Ramblas Centre, an open space to the exterior

“A question 
of trust”

MX VEE Structural: 
This system means 
that the glass can be 
bonded to aluminium 
tray sections which 
are in turn attached 
mechanically to the 
structure bearing the 
aluminium, creating a 
totally smooth glass 
surface that is easy to 
clean.
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“The design of this building was based on the latest
trends in shopping centres in Europe”

The shopping centre is in one of the most modern, best situated and highest profi le areas of all those in the Canary Islands capital

North-west elevation

South-west elevation

1244.0

1266.0

1244.0

1266.0

Thanks to the large interior open space, natural light fl oods the premises 
and offi ces there

DETAIL OF THE APPLICATION 
ON THE CORNER OF THE MX 

VEE CURTAIN WALL

Opale room
divider for 
indoor divisions
As part of its philosophy of providing tailor-made solutions with a vast number of possibilities for any project, 

Technal presents the Opale room divider system. This room divider is based on a section with a structure with 

uprights and a crossbeam, plus a combination of coating ideas that can be chosen based on the aesthetic and 

the finish desired. With a depth of only 41 mm, Opale is designed to house single or double panes of glass or 

double-sided panels with intermediate level soundproofing. The system allows an aluminium sliding door or an 

aluminium, wood or glass opening door to be included. It is also possible to include a curtain wall with the divider 

with two panes of glass or with a single pane. Sound is reduced by up to 44 dB, in modules with fixed features 

depending on the application. The Opale room divider enables speed in manufacture and assembly, with straight 

cuts at 90º and assembly with angle brackets, and makes it possible to include bases and uprights when channe-

lling the wiring. Its many applications make it an ideal solution for dividing indoor spaces into offices and commer-

cial premises. 

The new PY door

DURATION

HEAT SPECIFICATIONS

Application HxL Ug (glass) UH (door) 

  1,1 1,9
1-panel door 2180 x 1250 1,5 2,2 
  1,9 2,5

WATERTIGHTNESS

Application HxL Classifi cation Test. No 

1-panel door 2400 x 1100 A2 2A C3 BPI1.7.2012-1
* 1-panel outward opening door with base and fl oor section, ref. 525060

GUIDELINE DIMENSIONS AND MAXIMUM WEIGHTS

     Application       H x L

1 standard panel  2400 x 1200 

1 reinforced panel  2600 x 1300

2 standard panels  2400 x 1800

2 reinforced panels  2600 x 2200

Maximum weight per panel: 150 kg

Glazing capacity: 20 to 42  mm

Technal expands its range of products with the 

launch of the PY onto the market. This door inclu-

des a thermal bridge break and features a straig-

ht line design aesthetic. The thermal break is by 

means of a 20 mm double polyamide bar reinforced 

with fibre glass. PY has a frame module and a 

55 mm panel, with concealed door closers and va-

rious options for distance from the floor. This door 

can consist of one or two panels opening inwards 

or outwards, depending on the application of the 

product. It is specifically designed to bear heavy 

weights, and large panel dimensions can 

be created.

Alumtec Canarias was founded in 1999 

and, ever since its beginnings, it has been 

committed to three objectives that it 

believes are fundamental: the quality of 

its products, the company’s know-how, 

and customer satisfaction. The company 

shares this philosophy with the Technal 

brand and that is why it has been a mem-

ber of the offi cially approved Aluminier 

network of installers for many years. 

Alumtec Canarias currently has premises 

of approximately 7,400 m2, on the Arinaga 

Industrial Estate (Agüimes) which includes 

offi ces, an aluminium and PVC workshop, 

a warehouse and lecture theatre. Over the 

years, it has expanded its business and, in 

order to offer its clients a comprehensive 

service, which, as well as the transfor-

mation and assembly of aluminium, now 

includes manufacturing and installation 

of glass for both its own consumption and 

for sale to the public. Glasstec Canarias 

was established to supply of all types of 

monolithic and laminated glass and is also 

a manufacturer of double glazing under 

the Aislaglass brand name. The company’s 

main target market are well-known cons-

truction companies such as Dragados S.A., 

F.C.C. Construcción S.A, Ferrovial Agroman 

and the Satocan Group, and it produces all 

types of partition in aluminium and glass, 

phenolic panels and composites for these 

clients. The company’s commitment to 

its clients and the creation of innovative 

high quality solutions is a key objective for 

Alumtec Canarias. That is why it has joined 

the Satocan Group - in order to work in 

harmony and to be able to undertake 

large-scale, high-profi le projects. 

ALUMTEC CANARIAS S.L.

C/ Las Mimosas 65

Polígono Industrial Arinaga

35118 Agüimes

Gran Canaria

Tel + 34 928 180 686

Fax + 34 928 181 893

www.alumtec.es

alumtec@alumtec.es

Time resistance test according to the 
EN 1191 standard method

Testing at a million cycles passed
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The new PY door

DURATION

HEAT SPECIFICATIONS

Application HxL Ug (glass) UH (door) 

  1,1 1,9
1-panel door 2180 x 1250 1,5 2,2 
  1,9 2,5

WATERTIGHTNESS

Application HxL Classifi cation Test. No 

1-panel door 2400 x 1100 A2 2A C3 BPI1.7.2012-1
* 1-panel outward opening door with base and fl oor section, ref. 525060

GUIDELINE DIMENSIONS AND MAXIMUM WEIGHTS

     Application       H x L

1 standard panel  2400 x 1200 

1 reinforced panel  2600 x 1300

2 standard panels  2400 x 1800

2 reinforced panels  2600 x 2200

Maximum weight per panel: 150 kg

Glazing capacity: 20 to 42  mm

Technal expands its range of products with the 
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ht line design aesthetic. The thermal break is by 
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55 mm panel, with concealed door closers and va-
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weights, and large panel dimensions can 

be created.
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believes are fundamental: the quality of 
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and customer satisfaction. The company 
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ber of the offi cially approved Aluminier 

network of installers for many years. 

Alumtec Canarias currently has premises 
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Industrial Estate (Agüimes) which includes 

offi ces, an aluminium and PVC workshop, 

a warehouse and lecture theatre. Over the 
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service, which, as well as the transfor-

mation and assembly of aluminium, now 

includes manufacturing and installation 

of glass for both its own consumption and 

for sale to the public. Glasstec Canarias 

was established to supply of all types of 

monolithic and laminated glass and is also 

a manufacturer of double glazing under 

the Aislaglass brand name. The company’s 

main target market are well-known cons-

truction companies such as Dragados S.A., 

F.C.C. Construcción S.A, Ferrovial Agroman 

and the Satocan Group, and it produces all 

types of partition in aluminium and glass, 

phenolic panels and composites for these 
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high quality solutions is a key objective for 

Alumtec Canarias. That is why it has joined 

the Satocan Group - in order to work in 
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ALUMTEC CANARIAS S.L.

C/ Las Mimosas 65

Polígono Industrial Arinaga

35118 Agüimes

Gran Canaria

Tel + 34 928 180 686

Fax + 34 928 181 893

www.alumtec.es

alumtec@alumtec.es

Time resistance test according to the 
EN 1191 standard method

Testing at a million cycles passed
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Sustainable, ever-changing, all-enveloping, relatio-

nal, permanent, temporary ...all these adjectives 

could describe the new Galicia College of Archi-

tects in the centre of Vigo. The architects Jesús 

Irisarri and Guadalupe Piñera have designed a 

building for changing conditions, which is adapta-

ble to its environment, the use made of it and the 

modern world, in order to leave a changeable im-

print on the city. One of the main challenges was 

to create a sustainable building in the true sense 

of the word without diminishing the concept, while 

creating an environment that is 100 % flexible in 

uses. An independent circulation system that is 

independent or attached, depending on the needs 

of the inhabitants, lies between the two layers 

making up the façade. The creation of this double 

surface on the façade has enabled functional 

ideas to coexist with pedestrian traffic, and also 

created thermal insulation based on a translucent 

or transparent envelope. Energy is generated in 

this area in winter, and the difference in tempe-

ratures means that in summer, draughts of air 

ventilate the building autonomously. The building’s 

wall façades can be divided into three groups. 

The south consists of two surfaces providing a 

warm air layer. The outer surface uses a polycar-

bonate system in the areas that receive sunlight 

and Technal’s fixed FXi series walls in areas with 

visuals. The MX Continuous Pressure Plate curtain 

wall covers and puts the finishing touches to the 

entire façade, and even bends around to the roof 

of the building. The north, east and west façades 

and the roof are transvented and their chambers 

have a continuous connection with the south-fa-

cing end layer. They all also include tilt and turn 

FXi series windows, which in this case are mo-

torised on the roof. The building’s transparency 

has helped to encourage public activities in the 

refurbished Plaza del Pueblo Gallego square, 

which acts as the open air lobby and annex of the 

College of Architects.

Detail of the warm air layer on the south façade

Technal opens a showroom
in the centre of Madrid

Architects and construction professionals now have a refurbished centrally-located venue 

for taking close look at the wide range of Technal products. Curtain walls, casement and 

sliding windows, height-adjustable balcony doors, banisters, and many other solutions 

for aluminium work are on display at the new Technal showroom in Madrid’s Calle Veláz-

quez. All of the products can be seen in their working environment, and all of the final 

finishes can be viewed in the real displays exhibited. In short, this new showroom inclu-

des all the latest ideas for products, design, colour and concepts that reinforce Technal’s 

image as a brand that is deeply committed to contemporary trends in architecture. 

Visit the new showroom at: C/ Velázquez nº 157, bajo izq. 28002 Madrid.

Tel. 91 802 96 15. Fax 91 802 71 27. delegacion.madrid.hbss@hydro.com

The latest in colours 

Technal expands its exclusive range of colours with three new references inspired by the 

newest chromatic trends. Moon White, Pluto Grey and Mercury Grey are the latest addi-

tions to the brand’s palette of exclusive colours. With the inclusion of these new colours, 

Technal has now brought its collection of finishes up to date. The collection was created 

to provide architecture and interior design professionals with inspiration and a range of 

the latest and most cutting edge chromatic solutions on the market. Both the lacquered 

and anodised finishes comply with the application standards as defined by the Qualicoat 

and EWAA-EURAS quality seals, issued by Qualanod.

New applications for Gypse handrails

Gypse, a handrail system that blends in perfectly with contemporary architecture, has been used 

in many projects since it was fi rst developed by Technal. New applications have gradually been 

designed, to meet the demand from architects and technical experts. That is why Technal is now 

launching the version of Gypse handrails with bars. Despite its new arrangement, it still has a 

minimalist look similar to steel solutions, yet it retains the excellent properties of aluminium, and 

provides safety, technology and an aesthetic that meets the most demanding quality requirements. 

The highest levels of creativity can be implemented in each project thanks to its combination of 

different textures and materials, such as glass and wood panels, and straight and horizontal lines 

in aluminium or steel wiring. Another advantage of Gypse handrails is that they are manufactured in 

modules, making transport and on-site positioning easier. The Gypse system has been designed to 

achieve the maximum safety levels required in this type of application. It provides a complete gua-

rantee, as it has successfully passed 79 safety tests regulated by the standards currently in force.
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Correction: In Perfi l 44, we said that Norman Cinnamon was the sole architect of the Manresa Courts building. The project was also planned and directed by the Architects Carlos Torrentó and Antoni Sala.

Catalogue of photovoltaic
energy technical solutions

Technal has a department that specialises in products and systems for including solar 

systems in buildings, which gives architects the best professional support with photo-

voltaic systems adapted to their aluminium work solutions. As well as contributing to the 

creation of more energy sustainable buildings, Technal continues to pay close attention 

to the design of its products, and considers the optimum architectonic integration of the 

system within the building, in both aesthetic and construction terms.

All these items are included in the catalogue “Solar Systems. Photovoltaic energy”, re-

cently produced by the Technal solar energy department. It also features all the products 

that can be adapted to these systems, with designs, colours, and technical applications 

for facades; in short, everything needed to plan a building with sustainable walls. 

Ask for your copy of 
the “Solar Systems. 

Photovoltaic 
energy” catalogue at 

hbs.spain@hydro.com

Ask for a sample of 
Technal’s new colours at 
hbs.spain@hydro.com

“The building will be able
to incorporate new temporary 
and permanent solutions 
throughout its life” J E S Ú S  I R I S A R R I  Y  G U A D A L U P E  P I Ñ E R A
  I R I S A R R I + P I Ñ E R A  A R C H I T E C T S

New offi ces of the Galicia College of Architects in Vigo

Ask for a sample of 
Technal’s new colours at 
hbs.spain@hydro.com

Ask for your copy of 
the “Solar Systems. 

Photovoltaic 
energy” catalogue at 

hbs.spain@hydro.com

Although there are many definitions and interpretations, a corporate 

image can be said to be the distinguishing features associated with a 

brand or company. This concept includes not only the brand’s design 

but also its entire surroundings. Corporate architecture plays a key role 

within these surroundings, since it provides a consistent and continuo-

us aesthetic at “street level”. As a result, in addition to creating public 

recognition, it makes a silent but substantial contribution to sales. 

Technal works in this area through its specialised corporate image 

department, which focuses on making the design of its products and 

applications functional, and enhancing the image of the company or 

establishment concerned. To achieve this, it uses the Technal system, 

a complete range of sections and accessories with multi-purpose 

and highly varied finishes which make it the ideal product for creating 

display areas for shop windows, office entrances, exhibitions, urban 

furniture... There is also the Opale room divider, a product created 

for dividing indoor areas, and a wide range of access doors designed 

exclusively for areas with a high rate of transit. 

As well as designing exclusive products for corporate architecture, 

Technal has another great advantage: the Aluminier-Technal network 

of installers. Thanks to this network, which consists of officially 

approved industrial contractors who manufacture and install Technal 

products, the quality and aesthetic of finishes is constant and uniform, 

regardless of the geographic area where the project is located.

A question
of image
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and anodised finishes comply with the application standards as defined by the Qualicoat 

and EWAA-EURAS quality seals, issued by Qualanod.

New applications for Gypse handrails

Gypse, a handrail system that blends in perfectly with contemporary architecture, has been used 

in many projects since it was fi rst developed by Technal. New applications have gradually been 
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A question
of image


